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rights and values. And I believe that we, as a
people, will never give those up.’’

Kahli’s parents, Dave and Tammy, must
swell with pride to have such a talented
daughter exhibit her deep and sincere love of
her country in a public forum. While it is cer-
tainly heartwarming to see that displays of pa-
triotism have become more common since
September 11, we should all join Kahli in hop-
ing that ‘‘this feeling of patriotism that has
been reborn in this country will last and stay
in our hearts forever.’’

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I am proud that young
people such as Kahli Ries and her family re-
side in the Fifth Congressional District of
Michigan. The recognition that Kahli has re-
ceived from the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 10884 and its Ladies Auxiliary of Mayville
and from the Department of Michigan Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars of the United States is
indeed a fine honor for this outstanding young
woman. I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Kahli Ries and in wishing her con-
tinued success in spreading her patriotic mes-
sage to our fellow citizens.
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EXPRESSING SENSE OF HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES REGARDING
BENEFITS OF MENTORING

HON. NITA M. LOWEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 23, 2002
Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in

strong support of this resolution calling for the
establishment of National Mentoring Month.

I am honored to serve as a member of the
Board of Directors of Big Brothers Big Sisters
of America, the oldest and largest mentoring
organization in the United States. Big Brothers
Big Sisters will celebrate its 100th anniversary
in 2004. During the past century, Big Brothers
Big Sisters has provided the foundation for the
mentoring movement. Today, Big Brothers Big
Sisters reaches over 210,000 children in over
500 locations in the United States, with the
goal of reaching one million children by 2010.

Mentoring is dependent on highly committed
volunteers. Volunteers in the Big Brothers Big
Sisters program and in other high-quality men-
toring programs across the United States de-
vote many hours each week and become role
models for children. As the resolution points
out, research has proven the tremendous con-
tribution that these volunteers make in the
overall positive development of the children
with whom they are matched.

Mentoring changes lives, but it is not an
easy service to provide. I think it is so impor-
tant that Congress acknowledge the tremen-
dous contribution being made by today’s vol-
unteer mentors, and challenge everyone to
make a difference in the lives of America’s
children.

f

GIRL SCOUTS GOLD MEDAL
RECIPIENT: RACHEL SINK

HON. STEVE ISRAEL
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002
Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great

pride that I rise today to recognize one of New
York’s outstanding young students: Rachel
Sink. In February, the young women of her
troop will honor her by bestowing upon her the
Girl Scouts Gold Medal.

Since the beginning of this century, the Girls
Scouts of America have provided thousands of

youngsters each year the opportunity to make
friends, explore new ideas, and develop lead-
ership skills while learning self-reliance and
teamwork.

These awards are presented only to those
who posses the qualities that make our nation
great: commitment to excellence, hard work,
and genuine love of community service. The
Gold Awards represent the highest awards at-
tainable by junior and high school Girl Scouts.

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the recipient of this award, as her activi-
ties are indeed worthy of praise. Their leader-
ship benefits our community and they serve as
role models for their peers.

Also, we must not forget the unsung heroes,
who continue to devote a large part of their
lives to make all this possible. Therefore, I sa-
lute the families, scout leaders, and countless
others who have given generously of their
time and energy in support of scouting.

It is with great pride that I recognize the
achievements of Rachel, and bring the atten-
tion of Congress to this successful young
woman on her day of recognition.
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RECOGNIZING STUDENTS AT THE
ANTIOCH UPPER GRADE SCHOOL
IN ILLINOIS’ 8TH DISTRICT

HON. PHILIP M. CRANE
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002
Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize students at the Antioch Upper
Grade School in Illinois’ 8th District. Today, as
our brave men and women in uniform are de-
ployed throughout the world to protect and de-
fend the freedoms we all hold so dear, we are
more aware than ever before of the cost of the
freedom.

The students at Antioch Upper Grade
School have also been reflecting on the cost
of freedom. Samantha Wise, the 8th grade so-
cial studies teacher at Antioch Upper Grade
School, had each of her students write an
essay entitled ‘‘Is Freedom Really Free?’’ Ms.
Wise submitted the essays in the local VFW
essay contest, and three students won. Joe
Barlow won first price representing the Village
of Antioch, and third place in the 5th District
for the VFW. Justin Kaminsky and Anthony
Baschetti, were also runners-up for the Village
of Antioch.

All of the students and their teacher should
be commended for their work. It makes me
proud to see schools like the Antioch Upper
Grade School showing their patriotism.
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THE VETERANS HEALTH CARE
ITEMS PROCUREMENT REFORM
AND IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2002

HON. LANE EVANS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002
Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, the procurement

of medical and surgical items is a major ex-
penditure for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. During fiscal year 2001, for example, VA
reported spending more than $1.3 billion for
medical and surgical supplies and equipment.
The procurement of medical and surgical sup-
plies and equipment by VA is also an activity
in need of significant reform and improvement.
To achieve these reforms, I am today intro-
ducing ‘‘Veterans Health Care Items Procure-
ment Reform Improvement Act of 2002.’’ I

urge my colleagues to support and promptly
enact this important legislation.

A major provision of the ‘‘Veterans Health
Care Items Procurement Reform and Improve-
ment Act of 2002’’ directs the Department of
Veterans Affairs, when procuring medical/sur-
gical supplies and equipment, to buy these
items from the Federal Supply Schedule (FSS)
or from national contracts negotiated by VA.
By requiring most VA health medical/surgical
supplies and equipment to be purchased from
the FSS or national contracts, VA can better
leverage the tremendous purchasing power of
its annual budget in excess of $1 billion for
medical/surgical supplies and equipment.
When enacted, this legislation is expected to
reduce VA procurement costs by tens of mil-
lions of dollars annually.

This legislation also provides for certain lim-
ited exceptions to the centralized procurement
requirement. For example, it allows emer-
gency purchases of medical/surgical supplies
and equipment from other than FSS or na-
tional contracts and permits purchases of
needed items not listed on the FSS. Other lim-
ited exceptions should facilitate greater finan-
cial savings from—and greater use of—impor-
tant initiatives such as VA/DOD sharing and
small business procurement.

In a May 15, 2001 assessment entitled,
‘‘Evaluation of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Purchasing Practices‘‘, the VA Office of
Inspector General (OIG) reported, ‘‘The De-
partment of Veterans Affairs is not leveraging
its buying power to obtain the best prices for
items purchased.’’ Among the recommenda-
tions of the OIG were, ‘‘VA facilities be re-
quired to purchase items that are on national
contracts, such as FSS, and that the FSS and
other national contracts be mandatory sources
of medical/surgical supplies and equipment’’
and local procurement contracts be specifically
prohibited with very limited exceptions.

This measure will provide strong encourage-
ment to vendors who wish to do business with
VA to list their health-care items on part 65
and 66 of the Federal Supply Classification as
appropriate or as part of a National contract.
This legislation will eliminate existing ineffi-
ciencies from the current acquisition system
that allows for multiple, locally-negotiated con-
tracts with national vendors and distributors.
Despite the enormous volume of health care
items procured by VA, these local contracts
often do not provide VA purchasers with the
best price offered by vendors to other buyers.

In addition, this bill strengthens the contrac-
tual management and oversight tools of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, It makes pre-
and post-award contract audit clauses manda-
tory for almost all types of procurement con-
tracts for health-care items. This will enable
procurement officers, supervisors, the VA Of-
fice of the Inspector General, and the GAO to
review the true value and cost of an item and
assure compliance with contract provisions. In
fiscal year 1997 when audit clauses were
more common, audits accounted for the recov-
ery of over $35 million dollars—last year with
audit clauses less common the total recovery
was less than $12 million dollars.

Other important provisions of this legislation
will require most VA procurement contracts to
include a price reduction clause. With the in-
clusion of a price reduction clause, when a
vendor offers a health-care item at a lower
price to another buyer in a commercial con-
tract, VA will benefit from the purchase price
reduction and receive the new lower purchase
price for a health-care item it has previously
agreed to purchase from the vendor.
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Mr. Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to

support ‘‘The Veterans Health-Care Items Pro-
curement Reform and Improvement Act of
2002,’’ and seek its quick approval by Con-
gress on behalf of our nation’s veterans and
taxpayers.

f

GIRL SCOUT GOLD MEDAL
RECIPIENT: AYLSSA WESCOTT

HON. STEVE ISRAEL
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that I rise today to recognize one of New
York’s outstanding young students: Alyssa
Wescott. In February, the young women of her
troop will honor her by bestowing upon her the
Girl Scouts Gold Medal.

Since the beginning of this century, the Girls
Scouts of America have provided thousands of
youngsters each year the opportunity to make
friends, explore new ideas, and develop lead-
ership skills while learning self-reliance and
teamwork.

These awards are presented only to those
who posses the qualities that make our nation
great: commitment to excellence, hard work,
and genuine love of community service. The
Gold Awards represent the highest awards at-
tainable by junior and high school Girl Scouts.

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the recipient of this award, as her activi-
ties are indeed worthy of praise. Their leader-
ship benefits our community and they serve as
role models for their peers.

Also, we must not forget the unsung heroes,
who continue to devote a large part of their
lives to make all this possible. Therefore, I sa-
lute the families, scout leaders, and countless
others who have given generously of their
time and energy in support of scouting.

It is with great pride that I recognize the
achievements of Alyssa, and bring the atten-
tion of Congress to this successful young
woman on her day of recognition.

f

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

HON. HENRY J. HYDE
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, last year marked
the 225th Anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence, arguably one of the most im-
portant documents ever written. The National
Lawyers Association Foundation has honored
this anniversary by producing educational ma-
terials for elementary school students, a
project that I believe is worthy of recognition.
I therefore submit the following for your re-
view:

EDUCATING THE PUBLIC ON THE LEGAL AND
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DECLARA-
TION OF INDEPENDENCE

In 2001, our nation celebrated its 225th an-
niversary of the Declaration of Independ-
ence. By signing this document the Founding
Fathers pledged their lives, fortunes and sa-
cred honor to the causes set forth in the Dec-
laration of Independence.

In order to help American children appre-
ciate and understand the significance of the
Declaration of Independence, the National
Lawyers Association Foundation, a not-for-
profit group has developed an educational
program for third, fourth, and fifth graders.
This program consists of an entertaining 6-
minute video that helps them understand the
clear, ringing language in the Declaration.
The video introduces students to the concept
of the self-evident truths, that all persons
‘‘. . . are created equal, and that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are
life, liberty and the pursuit of Happiness—
that to secure these rights, Governments are
instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from consent of the governed.’’

The video helps teachers explain why the
Declaration of Independence was written to
explain why we sought our freedom from
England, that unalienable rights are rights
that cannot be taken away from us; and that
self-evident truths are principles that will
always be true; for example, that all people
are created equal.

A lesson plan accompanies that video and
encourages the students to think about a sit-
uation that they feel is unfair and write
their own Declaration of Independence to un-
derstand concepts regarding what rights
they feel entitled to, why they feel they de-
serve these rights, and compare them to
what the feelings of our Forefathers must
have been whey they wrote the Declaration
of Independence. Students are also encour-
aged to display knowledge of when the Dec-
laration of Independence was signed.

The National Lawyers Association Founda-
tion is making the video, lesson plan, as well
as replicas of copies of the Declaration of
Independence requested by elementary
school teachers in school classes, public and
private, available at no charge, as long as
funds are available. The video and lesson
plan is also available to any interested indi-
viduals or organizations such as home
schoolers, lawyers, bar associations and pub-
lic service groups who desire to use the video
and lesson plan for a nominal fee. Replicas of
the Declaration of Independence are also
available to the public for a nominal fee as
long as funds are available.

The National Lawyers Association Founda-
tion also plans to continue the project to
make videos and books regarding the Dec-
laration of Independence available to stu-
dents in the upper grades, as well as making
available to all citizens, copies of the Dec-
laration of Independence and the Constitu-
tion. The National Lawyers Association
Foundation has been told over 65,000 stu-
dents across America have benefited from
the materials provided by their volunteer ef-
forts. The National Lawyers Association
Foundation serves a need of the American
public and the world to appreciate how the
Founding Fathers of this nation created and
established that there are no classes of peo-
ple in America and all people are endowed
with the same unalienable rights by their
Creator.

The language in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence has been quoted and spoken about
by may of our American presidents and also
needs to be in the hearts and in the vocabu-
lary of our American citizens. The National
Lawyers Association Foundation is working
to make the words of the Declaration of
Independence valued by all Americans and
help serve the need for the principles of the
Declaration of Independence to be spoken
and honored, not only to America, but to the
world at large.

URGING THE GOVERNMENT OF
UKRAINE TO ENSURE A DEMO-
CRATIC, TRANSPARENT, AND
FAIR ELECTION PROCESS LEAD-
ING UP TO THE MARCH 31, 2002,
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

HON. JOSEPH M. HOEFFEL
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of this resolution, which urges
the Government of Ukraine to ensure a demo-
cratic, transparent, and fair election process
leading up to the March 31, 2002, parliamen-
tary elections.

I would first like to thank my colleague, Lou-
ise Slaughter, for her hard work in initializing
the development of this important resolution. I
am appreciative of her leadership on issues
relating to Ukraine, and I am pleased to have
worked so closely with her in crafting this leg-
islation. I would also like to thank my House
International Relations Committee colleagues,
Elton Gallegly and Chris Smith, for their con-
tributions to this resolution, and to acknowl-
edge their commitment to a meaningful de-
mocratization process in Ukraine.

The importance of Ukraine’s March 31,
2002 parliamentary elections—the third par-
liamentary elections since gaining independ-
ence over ten years ago—should not be un-
derestimated.

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in
1991, Ukraine has worked to achieve a more
western, democratic approach in its govern-
ance, and the upcoming elections mark an
historical crossroads for a country undergoing
dramatic democratic transformation. Significant
challenges remain—restrictions on basic
democratic freedoms are alarming; its nuclear
plants are in need of clean-up; the media suf-
fers from blatant harassment and government
corruption runs rampant.

Ukraine has also come a long way in just a
decade. Its economy grew more than six per-
cent last year. It not only voluntarily gave up
the third-largest nuclear arsenal in the world,
but has also consistently, with the U.S. assist-
ance, sought to eliminate its stockpile of stra-
tegic missiles. Basic political reforms have
begun in earnest.

The resolution we have introduced today ac-
knowledges the democratic reforms that
Ukraine has achieved, but it also sheds light
on the vast improvements Ukraine must make
in order to become a full-fledged democracy.
The resolution encourages the Government of
Ukraine to implement basic tools in order to
ensure free and fair elections including a
transparency of election procedures, access
for international election observers, multiparty
representation on election commissions and
equal access to the media for all election can-
didates.

Now more than ever, as Ukraine strives to
realize a more robust democracy, it needs the
encouragement of the United States as well
as its scrutiny. I urge my colleagues to join me
in supporting this important resolution when it
comes before them on the House floor.
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